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One of the great advantages of religious life is that 
we are exposed to some of the greatest literature of 
history on a regular basis.  A good case in point is 
today’s second reading, a hymn that was already in 
wide circulation when St. Paul included it in his 
letter to the Philippians.  Anyone who celebrates 
the Liturgy of the Hours recites this ancient poem 
at least once a week, at Evening Prayer on 
Saturday, as the Christian Sabbath begins. 

There’s good reason which this passage enjoys such 
pride of place.  It’s God’s own answer to the 
question, “What does God look like?”  His response 
is, “God looks like the kind of love that humbly 
empties itself for the sake of another.”  

Jesus did not really care that much about how 
others thought God should act.  He regularly came 
into conflict with people who thought God should 
intervene in the oppressive situation of the Roman 
occupation with a show of power, or with those who 
thought that God would keep himself separate from 
the unclean, i.e., the unworthy, like they were 
doing. 

Throughout his ministry Jesus opted for the image 
of God which presents divine power as the 
willingness to be in solidarity with humanity, 
especially in the direst of circumstances.  And that 
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solidarity meant that he would be exposed to all the 
trials and tribulations, all the injustice and 
unfairness that seems to be part and parcel to the 
human condition.  He would not insulate himself 
from it. 

I’m sure that the initial response of the first son in 
today’s Gospel had something to do with that 
fundamental reality.  He’s asked to go work in the 
vineyard and on the basis of what he knows he will 
find there—hard work in the hot sun for a payoff 
that might be months away.  He doesn’t want to go.  
We are not privy to what changed his mind; maybe 
a sense of duty, maybe the thought that if he didn’t 
go, his father would be lose out; maybe he realized 
that if only his brother went, nothing would really 
get done. 

The second of the two brothers knows well how to 
speak the words the father is looking for: “Yes, sir!”  
So far, so good.  Family honor is preserved.  No 
affront, no uppishness there. But ultimately all 
that lip-service does no good.  The vineyard is not 
tended to. 

I know full well that learning Philippians 2 by 
heart simply by the sheer repetition of it does God 
no good.  That fact alone will not get me into 
heaven.  I’m hoping that by letting it sink in, 



26th Sunday – Year A 
 

though, it will contribute to my own conversion and 
make me more inclined to do what is asked of me, 
even when it calls for self-emptying love.  If that’s 
the result the practice of praying the Liturgy of the 
Hours will have done its work, and God will become 
better known through the action of his follower. 

That’s ultimately what the stewardship process is 
also meant to contribute to:  that we would allow 
ourselves to be converted from our own self-
centeredness to a common endeavor for the sake of 
the kingdom of God.  In this community we are 
about “tending the vineyard” but we know that 
image really stands for giving witness to the good 
that God is doing in the world and the call to be a 
part of proclaiming it.  Can your response to that 
call include a commitment to the mission of 
ministries of St. Ben’s?  We have been about the 
work of the kingdom for a long time, and we have a 
good track record, a good reputation for being one 
of the lights shining in the darkness.  But it’s easy 
to see that there is still much to be done, and we 
want to be a part of doing it.  We want to say yes 
and do yes.  I invite you to join again this year in 
that ongoing effort. 

 

 


